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The unwelcome animal 
visitor in the night

Set the scene
Describe the night. What can be seen? heard?
Use similes and personifi cation to heighten description.

Ideas: distant hoot of owl… pale ghostly moon… silhouetted… shadowy shape… 

Outside the hen house/mouse hole
Add detail.
Something is moving. Contrast how the peaceful mood changes as anxiety sets in with 
the arrival of the unwelcome visitor – use your senses.

What could be seen of the visitor from the hen house or mouse hole?

What or who saved the hens/mice from attack?
What happened next? Then what happened? Describe in detail.

What happened to the unwelcome visitor?
Was he hurt?

Write from the point of view of a hen or mouse.

Title: ______________________________________

What are the thoughts of the hen or mouse when the danger has 
passed?

In the hen house/mouse hole
Portray a cosy environment. Give the hen or mouse human characteristics.
Is there someone in the family who is a bit slow to get ready for bed, or another who is 
fussy, etc.



Boost Creative Writing, Years 5–6 This page may be photocopied for use by the purchasing institution only. 
© Judith Thornby and Brilliant Publications 23

A
dv

en
tu

re
st

or
y

Th
e 

un
w

el
co

m
e 

an
im

al
 v

is
it

or
 i
n 

th
e 

ni
gh

t
W

rit
e,

 d
ra

w
 a

nd
 la

be
l a

 m
in

d 
m

ap
 o

f i
de

as
. B

e 
de

sc
rip

tiv
e!

W
ha

t 
co

ul
d 

be
 s

ee
n?

co
lo

ur
s/

te
xt

ur
e/

si
ze

cl
ut

te
re

d…
 ti

dy
…

 s
qu

as
he

d…
 ro

om
y…

W
ha

t 
co

ul
d 

be
 h

ea
rd

?

W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 f

ee
lin

g?
M

ov
em

en
t/

ac
ti

on
s

po
w

er
fu

l v
er

bs
W

ha
t 

co
ul

d 
be

 s
m

el
t?


