Introduction

Brilliant French Information Books are a series of graded non-fiction
readers in simple French. There are three levels of difficulty: 1, 2 and 3,
all aimed at beginners or pupils with a basic knowledge of the language.

At each level, there are six short, attractive, highly-illustrated books
that pupils can read easily and quickly for a sense of enjoyment and
achievement. They can be used to introduce children to reading in
French and help them to improve their reading skills.

What makes this series different is that, rather than featuring generic

non-fiction themes, it strongly supports Intercultural Understanding, It
does this by making a point of revealing, via the texts and the pictures,
various cultural aspects of life in France or French-speaking countries.

There are six books in Level 2. As each of the books is short, they are
ideal for children’s short attention spans and for limited lesson time.
The simple texts contain high-frequency vocabulary. They consolidate
familiar language pupils have probably already met and also extend their
vocabulary in a natural way.

There are e-pdf versions of all the books on the CD-Rom, enabling
them to be displayed on an interactive whiteboatd for large groups/
whole-class reading,

Key features

& Because of the wealth of information and pictures relating to
French-speaking countries and culture, these books are an excellent
starting point for cultural or cross-curricular studies. Pupils will
improve their general knowledge and their confidence, their
motivation will grow and they will broaden their perceptions of
their own society, as well as of another culture.



Each book focuses on specific core vocabulary. The amount of
unfamiliar language is controlled. This allows learners to start
reading ‘books’ in French straight away without feeling daunted.

The books have been written to include a certain amount of
repetition in order to reinforce language and patterns.

The photos that accompany the texts are an important visual
support which help pupils to understand and provide them with a
context so they can develop reading fluency without the need for a
dictionary.

We hope reading with Brilliant French Information Books will make
children aware of the value of reading in order to find out
information and to build their vocabulary, as well as encourage them
to become independent readers.

The inclusion of an audio version of each text on the CD-Rom
allows pupils to hear correct French pronunciation by a native-
speaker and to make correct sound-spelling links.

Page 9 of each book is a brief memory test to check understanding,
Of course, in order to do the quiz, pupils will need to read elements
of the core language again!

As well as involving pupils actively in what they are reading by
including a quiz, there are often questions at the end of a text to
encourage discussion and opinions.

The Brilliant French Information Books series is suitable for both
individual and class reading programmes. In both cases, Brilliant
French Information Books will make reading in French motivating and
enjoyable.



Why information books?
Teachers often use fiction to improve pupils’ reading skills but
information texts are equally valuable. Information (or non-fiction)
books appeal to:

4 those who are not too keen on reading fiction

4 those who want to boost their general knowledge.

Different ways to use the books

Pupils can read silently in class or you could let them listen as they read.
For example, you read the text aloud while pupils follow the images and
words on the board. Or you might let pupils listen to the audio as they
follow the words on the board or in the book.

Individual reading

If you want pupils to read individually, introduce the key vocabulary
first so that not too many of the words and phrases they will meet
are unfamiliar. Individual reading will help pupils to become more
independent in their learning.

You might also ask pupils to do the activity page in pairs or in small
groups once they have read the text.

Class/teacher-led reading

The texts in the Brilliant French Information Books are ideal for class and
teacher working together as they provide an opportunity to discuss and
comment on the information learned.

Think carefully before asking pupils to read aloud to the class as it can
be stressful and demotivating. Many children don’t like ‘performing’ and
worry they won’t be able to pronounce the words correctly. Many do like
to read aloud when they know what they are reading, ie when the text
has been explored. If you expect pupils to read aloud, use the audio first
to provide a model.



If you want to ask questions about the texts, remember to go from:
4 yes/no questions

4 cither/or questions

4 questions which require original answers.

Audio

The recorded version of each text supports learners who have a more

auditory memory/style of learning. It can be used in various ways:

4 before reading — for gist/to guess the topic of the book

4 as pupils read, to support sound-spelling links

4 after pupils have read, as a listening/revision exercise, eg write
up on the board three or four of the titles pupils have previously
read (maybe in a previous lesson). Play extracts from one or two
different texts and ask pupils to say which book each is from. Or, if
each pupil has a copy of the same book, play an extract and ask
them to show the page it corresponds to.

Titles at each level

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
La France en Invent s en France Un tour de France
couleurs
Un, deux, trois ... C'estlaf tel Jeunes
soleil ! francophones
Des animaux J'aime lire Des parcs
importants d’attractions
Les jours de la Bon app it ! Pourquoi la France ?
semaine
Bonjour, tout Unejourn e Petite histoire des
le monde ! I’ cole fransports
C’est ¢ca, Paris | Vive le sport | Des Francgais

c | bres




Titles in Level 2

Title Topic Language
Invent sen Inventions/school C’est / Il est (+ nationality
France items adjective)

II's’appelle ... (+ name of
inventor)
C'estlaf tel Public holidays and | Names of days
special daysin the Months of the year
French calendar lls (+ present tense verb)
J'aime lire What French J'aime lire, j'7adore (+
children like to read | type of book)
Bon app it ! Food/regional J'aime / je n’aime pas
dishes (+ food vocabulary)
Une journ e A typical French Je + regular and irregular
I” cole school day verbs in present tense

(je suis; je vais); school-
related vocabulary

Vive le sport ! Sports and sporting | Je joue au/ laand je
events fais du/de la (+ sport),
question words: quel/
quelle, comment,
combiende ... ?

Inventés en France

This book introduces vocabulary related to the Ianentés en
rance

contents of a school bag in an unusual way,
looking at which items are French

inventions. There is an interactive element. =
The first page encourages readers to predict which |~
items they think were invented in France. They :

find out the answers as they read the book.
Language: C’est (+ nationality adjective) for items
typically found in a school bag; il s’appelle.
Answers to quiz on page 9: 1b, 2b, 3a, 4b



English translation

Invented in France
p2 Do you have these objects in your school bag?

1 a calculator 2 a pencil 3 a photo
4 apencil sharpener 5 suncream 6 arubber
7 a battery 8 apen 9 a mobile phone

Guess: which five objects were invented in France?
p3  1642. The inventor of the calculator is French.
His name is Blaise Pascal.
p4 1795. The inventor of the pencil is French.
His name is Nicolas-Jacques Conté.
p5 1825. The inventor of the photograph is French.
His name is Nicéphore Niepce.
p6 1847. The inventor of the pencil sharpener is French.
His name is Thierry des Estivaux.
p7 1936. The inventor of sun cream is French.
His name is Eugene Schueller.
p8 The rubber is the invention of an Englishman
(Joseph Priestley, 1770).
The battery is the invention of an Italian (Alessandro Volta, 18306).
The ballpoint pen is the invention of a Hungarian
(Laslo Biro, 1931).
The mobile phone is the invention of an American
(Martin Cooper, 1973).
p9 Do you have a good memory?
1. Which are French? a) the ballpoint pen and the rubber
b) the pencil and the pencil sharpener
¢) the pencil and the ballpoint pen
2. Which is Italian ? a) sun cream b) the battery c) ballpoint pen
3. The inventor of the calculator is
a) French b) American c) English
4. The inventor of the mobile phone is called:
a) Joseph Priestley b) Martin Cooper c) Eugéne Schueller
What do you have in your school bag?



