
© Beryl Webber and Jean Haigh
This page may be photocopied
for use in the classroom only.

How to be Brilliant at Mental Arithmetic

11

Addition shortcuts, 1

This page will help you add numbers with units digits of 9 and 8 quickly in your head.

To work out the addition sum 67 + 9 you could add 10 and then subtract 1.

 Remember:   10 = 9 + 1

So 67 + 9  67 + 10 – 1     76

Use this method to work out the following sums.

EXTRA!
Adapt this method to help you subtract numbers with units digits of 9 or 8 quickly.

72 + 19

55 + 9

61 + 29 89 + 9
19 + 19

24 + 19

36 + 29

43 + 9 19 + 28
9 + 71

9 + 39
19 + 33

49 + 49

29 + 68

9 + 47

111 + 19
125 + 9119 + 9

154 + 19
122 + 29272 + 9

354 + 19

199 + 59

27 + 8

56 + 8

32 + 18

64 + 18

48 + 28

51 + 28
87 + 8

78 + 18

8 + 38 18 + 56
28 + 27

28 + 66

38 + 48
18 + 45

28 + 73
8 + 89

208 + 18
135 + 8

188 + 28

195 + 8

267 + 18
394 + 18

379 + 18

254 + 38

▲ ▲

▲ ▲

To work out the addition sum 67 + 8, you could add 10 and then subtract 2.

So 67 + 8 67 + 10 – 2      75

Use this method to work out the following sums.


