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Domino months Spelling game

Objective
 To practise the months in Spanish

with particular emphasis on word
recognition in writing

Setting up the game
 Pupils can either play in pairs or

groups with one set of dominoes
(page 10) per pair.

 The dominoes could be coloured,
decorated, and laminated and/or
mounted on card before use.

How to play the game
1. Place the dominoes face down in  front of the players with one domino

upturned to start the game. The aim of the game is to match the dominoes to
make complete month words.

2. Players each take five dominoes at random and look at them without
revealing them to their opponent(s). The rest of the dominoes are put in a pile
on the table.

3. One player takes a turn first, trying to complete a month word by placing one
of his dominoes before or after the starting domino. Dominoes can be placed
at right angles so the words do not have to go in one continuous straight line.
If the first player cannot go, the other player(s) take their turn. If none of the
players can place a domino, then the first player picks one up from the pile
and plays the card if it completes a domino month. Play continues  with
players either putting down a domino or picking one up from the pile.

4. The winner is the player who uses up all of their dominoes first, or who has the
least number of cards left. It isn’t always possible to carry on until all the
dominoes have been put down. In the case of a tie-break, maybe add the
number of letters on each card together, the person with the least being the
winner!

5. You will need to monitor correct positioning of the dominoes to ensure correct
word completion. Saying the names of the months out loud as they are
completed helps to link the written and spoken words.

Vocabulario – Key words
enero January
febrero February
marzo March
abril April
mayo May
junio June
julio July
agosto August
septiembre September
octubre October
noviembre November
diciembre December
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bre ju

ro septiem

nio febre

sto ene

ro ju

sto mar

lio ju

Domino months

bre noviem

bre diciem

bre a

ro ma

ro febre

zo ene

ro ago

bre ju

lio octu

bril mar

yo ju

nio octu

zo ene

lio ago
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Enlarge photocopy at 115% onto thin card and cut out.
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